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What is Prophecy?

1. The Proclamation of the Will of 
God, both present and future.



God used Prophets in the 
OT and NT



Prophecy comes only from 
God… not People



For prophecy never had its origin in the human 
will, but prophets, though human, spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.

-2  Pet 1:21



1/3 of the Bible’s 66 books 
were authored by Prophets 

in the OT.



4 of the NT Books are 
primarily prophetic

Revelation
Jude

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians



27% of the Bible includes 
Prophecy



OT & NT Prophets spoke for God in 
2 Ways…

• Forth-telling
• Fore-telling



Most was “Forth-telling”

They were proclaiming the known Word 
and Will of God to His People, urging 
them to turn from their sin, and warning 
them what would happen if they did not 
repent.



However, God chose to include the  
“Fore-Telling”

Prophecies regarding:
- The Human Race
- The Nation of Israel
- Future Events in General
- The Coming of Christ



The Most Important Prophecies point 
to the Coming of Christ

• 120 were fulfilled with His First Coming!



300 Prophecies concern 
Christ’s Second Coming!



“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to 
fulfill. “For truly I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not the smallest letter or 
stroke shall pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished.”

-Matt 5:17-18



Why we study 
Unfulfilled Prophecy



All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so 
that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work.

-2 Tim 3:16-18



• God says it is useful. (2 Tim 3:16-17)
• It gives us Hope. (Rom 15:4)



• God says it is useful.
• It gives us Hope.
• It promotes Holy Living. (2 Pet 3:11-12)



• God says it is useful.
• It gives us Hope.
• It promotes Holy Living.
• It compels us to share the Gospel. (1 

Cor 15:52)



• God says it is useful.
• It gives us Hope.
• It promotes Holy Living.
• It compels us to share the Gospel.
• It brings blessing. (Rev 1:3)



Blessed is the one who reads aloud the 
words of this prophecy and blessed are 
those who hear it and take to heart what is 
written in it, because the time is near.

-Rev 1:3



• God says it is useful.
• It gives us Hope.
• It promotes Holy Living.
• It compels us to share the Gospel.
• It brings blessing.
• God wants us to recognize the signs

of the times. (Matt 16:1-3)



The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested 
him by asking him to show them a sign from heaven.

2 He replied, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red,’ 3 and in the morning, ‘Today it 
will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’ You know 
how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you 
cannot interpret the signs of the times.

-Matt 16:1-3



Is it okay for Christians to 
hold different convictions 

about Prophecy?



Yes, but…



We hold to the Facts…

• Christ will return for His own.
• No one knows when Christ will return, only 

God.
• He will judge the World.
• There will be a time of great trouble on the 

earth at the end of the ages.
• The final conflict will be won by Christ.



We hold to the Facts…

• Satan, his angels, and those who are without 
Christ will be cast into the Lake of Fire forever.

• Jesus will take his children to live on the New 
Earth with Him forever.



However, the facts only take us so far. 
There is not enough prophetic 

information to let us say with absolute 
confidence that we know exactly what’s 

going to happen in the future in exact 
minute detail.



Beyond the Facts, there must be 
assumptions and speculations made, 

which lead to different understandings.



When Christians’ convictions about Prophecy 
become a point of conflict between 

believers…

• We are missing the whole point of biblical 
prophecy.

• We are missing an opportunity to influence 
the World.









2. God can see all history –
Past, Present, Future 

Simultaneously



3. The present is that part of the 
parade in front of the grandstand 

where we are sitting. 
4. The future is that part of the 

parade still to come.



The future, therefore, is no 
more of a mystery to God than 

the past.



God’s “parade of history,” as it 
were, includes “five floats.”



Creation



What did God create?
7. Since God is the only 
uncreated thing in the 

universe, we know that He 
created everything outside 

of Himself.



What did God create?
8. God created humanity to 

exist on a level above 
anything else.



How did God create?

9. Out of Nothing
“ex nihilo

”



Why did God create?

10. For His glory (Isa 43:6-7)



You are worthy, O Lord, 
To receive glory and honor and power; 
For You created all things, 
And by Your will they exist and were 
created.

-Psa 19:1



Why did God create?
11. Since humanity is created 
in God’s image, and since it is 
clear that humanity delights 

in creating, then it also seems 
clear that the human desire to 

create might be part of the 
very nature and character of 

God. 



Why did God create?
12. Since God is love, it is not 

difficult to imagine that God’s 
love is so overflowing & 

abundant that He wanted to 
create people whom He could 

love & would choose to love 
Him in return.



-J.I. Packer, God Has Spoken



“The truly staggering answer which the Bible 
gives to this question is that God’s purpose in 
revelation is to make friends with us. It was to 
this end that He created us rational beings, 
bearing His image, able to think and hear and 
speak and love; He wanted there to be 
genuine personal affection and friendship, 



two-sided, between Himself and us—a 
relationship, not like that between a man and 
his dog, but like that of a father to his son, or 
husband to his wife. Loving friendship 
between two persons has no ulterior motive; it 
is an end in itself. And that is God’s end in 
revelation. 



He speaks to us simply to fulfill the purpose 
for which we were made; that is, to bring into 
being a relationship in which He is a friend to 
us, and we to Him, He finding His joy in giving 
us gifts and we finding ours in giving Him 
thanks.”

-J.I. Packer, God Has Spoken



A relationship of love and of 
glory: God’s loving us and our 

giving Him glory.





A covenant is a binding 
agreement between two 
individuals, and God has 

initiated a series of 
convenants with humanity.



The same love that 
motivated God to create in 

the first place now 
motivates Him to redeem

us.



After the fall, God offered us a covenant that 
would bring about a partial restoration of His 
intention for us here on earth and a complete 

and full restoration of His intention for us in 
eternity.



God promises to forgive and to redeem us 
if we will simply turn to Him in faith and 

ask Him to.





fulfillment



The picture of exactly who 
this Messiah would be, 

when He would come, and 
what He would do was not 

at all clear to Old Testament 
saints.



Some OT prophecies 
indicated that He would 

come as a lowly servant and 
that He would be humble 
and would suffer terribly.



Other prophecies indicated 
that the Messiah would 

come as a reigning King in 
great power and glory.



• It was difficult for OT saints & religious 
leaders to understand how to put the two
pictures of the Messiah together.

• As the “parade of history” has unfolded, we 
now have a fuller understanding – that the 
Messiah would come twice.



Principle for interpreting many prophecies & 
fulfillments in Scriptures:
• Many prophecies are fulfilled partially in the 

now, the short-run, and then fully in the long-
run.



Example:
• The Kingdom of God has already been 

inaugurated by Jesus at His first coming, but it 
has not yet come in its fullness and 
completeness. (Matt 12:28; Rom 14:17: 1 Cor 4:20; 
15:24)



-God  created a 
world in perfect 
harmony, in which 
He could love 
humanity & be loved 
by humanity, in the 
glory & joy of full 
righteousness.



-It was contaminated 
by sin, and humanity 
was separated from 
God, and unable to 
correct the situation.



-It was contaminated 
by sin, and humanity 
was separated from 
God, and unable to 
correct the situation.

-God initiates a plan to 
restore us to His 
original purpose & 
intention..
-He agrees to redeem 
us by grace through 
faith in Him, asking us 
in return to live a life in 
alignment with Him.



-It was contaminated 
by sin, and humanity 
was separated from 
God, and unable to 
correct the situation.

-God initiates a plan to 
restore us to His 
original purpose & 
intention..
-He agrees to redeem 
us by grace through 
faith in Him, asking us 
in return to live a life in 
alignment with Him.

-Jesus came as the 
promised Messiah, so 
sins would no longer be 
“covered,” but now 
“removed,” fulfilling the 
prophets and 
establishing a new 
covenant.



-It was contaminated 
by sin, and humanity 
was separated from 
God, and unable to 
correct the situation.

-God initiates a plan to 
restore us to His 
original purpose & 
intention..
-He agrees to redeem 
us by grace through 
faith in Him, asking us 
in return to live a life in 
alignment with Him.

-Jesus’ first coming 
partially fulfilled the OT 
prophecies, as He 
inaugurated the coming 
of the Kingdom of God.
-Jesus’ second coming 
will completely fulfill the 
remaining prophecies.



-It was 
contaminated 
by sin, and 
humanity was 
separated from 
God, and unable 
to correct the 
situation.

-God initiates a plan 
to restore us to His 
original purpose & 
intention..
-He agrees to 
redeem us by grace 
through faith in 
Him, asking us in 
return to live a life in 
alignment with Him.

-Jesus’ first coming 
partially fulfilled the 
OT prophecies, as He 
inaugurated the 
coming of the 
Kingdom of God.
-Jesus’ second coming 
will completely fulfill 
the remaining 
prophecies.

24. The message of 
grace through faith in 
Christ is now 
transferred to the 
Church, as it 
functions as the 
“Body of Christ.” 



Each member of the body:

25. Is given the Holy Spirit as a seal that 
guarantees his inheritance until the final day of 
redemption (Eph 4:30)

26. Is given a spiritual gift to use in the body of 
Christ, so it’s ministry is effective (1 Cor 12; Rom 12)



Each member of the body:

27. Is commissioned by Christ to participate in the 
evangelism of the world, making disciples to build 
the church (Matt 28:19-20)

28. Is given the responsibility to worship the Lord, 
to observe baptism & the Lord’s Supper, 
maintaining a ready spirit until Jesus comes again 
in the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises.



-It was 
contaminat
ed by sin, 
and 
humanity 
was 
separated 
from God, 
and unable 
to correct 
the 
situation.

-God initiates a 
plan to restore 
us to His 
original purpose 
& intention..
-He agrees to 
redeem us by 
grace through 
faith in Him, 
asking us in 
return to live a 
life in alignment 
with Him.

-Jesus’ first coming 
partially fulfilled the 
OT prophecies, as He 
inaugurated the 
coming of the 
Kingdom of God.
-Jesus’ second 
coming will 
completely fulfill the 
remaining 
prophecies.

The message of 
grace through 
faith in Christ is 
now transferred 
to the Church, 
as it functions 
as the “Body of 
Christ.” 

29. The completion of 
God’s Redemptive 
Plan!



already



31. Properly seen, prophecy is just the 
culmination of the plan which God established 
before creation.

32. When the original plan was destroyed 
through the Fall, God instituted His recovery 
plan of redemption in 4 remaining stages…





already



when

evangelistic
Heaven

glory



How
Who
What
When
Where
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