Listen to the Lord

On May 17th, Pastor Matt shared with us the words God had given him for the sermon “Working in Me”. He
shared “God is in control, God is moving, and God is speaking!” He challenged us to: “Ask God to speak to our
hearts, to speak into our souls and to who we are! To ask God what is it You are trying to do in me? To look for
the heart of God in this moment - that God wants to speak to you! To allow God to speak to your soul. Take
time to hear the voice of God!”

Then Pastor Eli shared May 24th, as we honored our 2020 Graduates, “God has subtracted a lot of things in
our lives to add His presence back.” These words plus those from Pastor Matt quickened my heart! As we seek
the Lord, are we really giving Him our ear as we should? Are we taking the time to listen to Him?

If you have not already, please pray about accepting Pastor Matt’s challenge TODAY! Before we totally gear
back up to our busy schedules, let’s take the time needed and give it to the Lord. Let’s listen to the Lord’s
heart for us! Let us determine that old habits will not sneak back into our lives. No more “laundry list” given to
Him and then bidding Him farewell as we run off to start our day. Stop, wait, ask Him and listen to His
response. He speaks to us in so many ways: in His still small voice, through His Word, through friends and
mentors, in the sermons on Sunday, in radio and TV programs, as we read, in dreams and even from a Bumper
Sticker. Ask God to make you sensitive to what He says to you and you will be totally surprised just how real
God is in your life and in the lives of your family!

May we ponder these things as we meditate on this song: “Speak, Lord, I'm listening” by John B. Miller.

Here is a practical guide to “Learn how to Recognize God’s Voice” by Rick Warren

Lord, because You heard my voice and pleas for mercy, | will call on You as long as | live. Prompt me to always
come to You first in prayer for all my needs as You ask me to in Your Word. (Ps 116:1-2; Phil 4:6)

Abba Father, how grateful | am that You ask me to call on You, and that if | do, You will answer and tell me
great and hidden things that | have not known. (Jer 33.3)

Bless You, Father, for speaking to us through Your Word in the Bible so we will learn to know You, not just to
know about You. May we wisely use the Word for Your teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in
righteousness. (2Tim 3:16)

May we realize, Lord, that we need to hear Your words, learn Your laws, receive them in our hearts, obey and
act on them to gain wisdom like the man who builds his house on solid rock, so we will not drift away. (Deut
28:1:2; Ps 119:18; Prov 16:20; Ez 3:10; Matt 7:24; Mark 4:9; Luke 11:28, Phil4:9; Heb 2:1)

Lord, | confess and forsake each of my sins, daily, to You, asking Your forgiveness so | will not move toward
hardening my heart and You will be able to hear me and | will be able to hear You. Thank You for the mercy
you show me because of this.

(Prov 28:13-14)

Merciful Lord, send Your angels to guard me so the cares of the world, the deceitfulness of riches, the desires
for other things do not enter in and choke the Word so | do not listen. (Mark 4:18-19)

Lord, may we not return to the busyness of the past, but honor You by being still, knowing that You are God,


https://u2770011.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=EFdt6RpLh6KwzCfipSwb2Xaue3JxXiSQU6ihJmUUTnAWMQKIInQOX3wu83NsQfiTW5IJt0yaC3C9pLTXJL39Ei3Ff1tC6LMBxVthwV7tBhNYlvOm1lPHf5IgTNSxX4PLh55Z_zVoCq0b-2FT-2BnwyNja6ozCK5TED63NfuGsKYH3pJ9ptIQlpPgzM12sFpXPawL-2BEnw5o3uFyG3DJ2CG0uP4LMnXQgupEEWndo3R8e0fF2uQZ2tI-2FZZRYEXjfA03hS8rDce-2BhjiDF-2BBQhty6jimPHc2MwEVPcnvUULDSbN4AaaTGv3gk4EedAyNLd-2BeBX8sI1GFK-2BAOyrJN9bHMkAnAjJayLaJnADvWgGPpxgPCeMyeslaPlZ4v-2BlsS3EKQl0nNBBVe4w0fr6II-2FZCmKPzBuaPNnz6BqICZSU7N2JG38xUMJHg4-3D
https://u2770011.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=EFdt6RpLh6KwzCfipSwb2Xaue3JxXiSQU6ihJmUUTnBGBAu1mg29TwbrwAIFf7OLkVBSlPNA-2BYMvGsjO3LprlQ-3D-3DDkFB_zVoCq0b-2FT-2BnwyNja6ozCK5TED63NfuGsKYH3pJ9ptIQlpPgzM12sFpXPawL-2BEnw5o3uFyG3DJ2CG0uP4LMnXQgupEEWndo3R8e0fF2uQZ2tI-2FZZRYEXjfA03hS8rDce-2BhjiDF-2BBQhty6jimPHc2MwLbI6P2pZcpD363UPCziepkEQzokltmAUmp5vlL3cuVcAcD6DUcSUfM3-2B6XnnXkBV5Xvgzx6tF-2F1e9aTIDBXHN21XrYx8xuChWMDJJwws4b2yi3VC8tI-2Buvo5dPRmbfs0A-2BcAiSf-2BefsBb5KLaTG8LU-3D

and waiting patiently on You. Help us to know Your ways, teach us Your paths and lead us in Your truth. Then
in awe, praise and exalt You. (Ps 25:4-5, 37:7, 46:10)

Abba Father, make us sensitive to Your Words for us and how You speak to us - - - whether it is in Your still,
small voice, through Your Word, by friends and mentors, dreams or media. (Job 33:14-15)

When | get an idea | think is from You, Lord, help me remember not to run with it until I confirm it to make
sure it is from You and test it (ex: does it agree with the Bible, does it make me more like Christ - See “Learn
How to Recognize God’s Voice” above). (Prov 11:19; John 8:47; 2Cor 10:5; Phil 2:5; James3:14-17; Eph 2:10)

Thank You Father as we remember Pentecost (May 31st this year). Thank You for the precious gift of the Holy
Spirit, who teaches us all things and helps us remember all that Jesus has said to us. (John 14:26)

You, Father, are our Shepherd, and we are grateful that You know each of us. We hear Your voice and follow
You wherever you lead for You give us eternal life and we will never perish.
(Ps 23; John 10:27-28)

“Believer, abide in Christ, for there is the school of prayer - - - mighty, effectual, answer-bringing prayer. Abide
in Him, and you shall learn what to so many is a mystery. That the secret of the prayer of faith is the life of faith
— the life that abides in Christ alone.”
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